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Eldersveld, Samuel. Political Parties in American Society. 1982.


Eldersveld argues in this textbook that political parties are not in permanent decline in the United States.  Despite the forces of demobilization and dealignment in American politics and the strong feeling that parties are on the wane, this book responds that political parties still have strong support, especially at the grassroots level.  More than ever, in fact, grassroots political activity is strong.  What may explain the disenchantment with American political parties, moreover, may be the news media and the intense focus on negative advertising during the campaigns, when most Americans pay attention to the world of politics.  What may be emerging, the author appears to be saying, is a stronger party at the grassroots level and at the state level, and this is adequate to protect the existing party system in the United States from its predicted demise.  While the author’s views are correct in part, it still appears there is evidence for the decline of parties in the United States and this decline is not adequately explained.  What the future political dynamic of the United States may be, however, is beyond the scope of this work.

Huntington, Samuel. Political Order in Changing Societies. Yale University Press. 1968.


This book sets out to explain the emergence of political actors in societies that are in transition and undergoing the process of modernization.  What Huntington finds is that there is a lag between onset of the forces of modernization, such as urbanization, increases in literacy and education, industrialization, mass media expansion, and the development and maturation of political consciousness.  This lag is hypothesized to explain much of the instability and false starts in democratic and party emergence in transitional societies.  He explains this process as “decay” of the ancien regime elements whereby a string of revolutions, rebellions, coups, and wars of independence may precede the ultimate development of democratic institutions in general and parties, specifically.  This description of the process of democratic institutional formation and modernization and the correlation between the two is compelling in the context of post World War II states that are examined in this work.  What is sacrificed by this excellent descriptive scope, however is a rigorous explanation of why parties and institutions develop in the way they do.  Nevertheless, the book is a great early work on democratic institution and party formation because it lays out the process of modernization and underscores the clear correlation with democratic party and institution emergence.

Sartori, Giovanni. Parties and Party Systems: A Framework for Analysis. Cambridge University Press. 1976.


Sartori provides a typology for party systems in this classic work that helps explain why some newly emerging party systems endure while others do not.  His typology presents a continuum from “moderate pluralism” to “polarized pluralism”.  His findings, which are very interesting, are that party systems with some polarization are actually more stable than party system with large centrist parties.  It is hypothesized that the polarization creates a useful and productive atmosphere for party competition and this helps dampen anti-regime elements that might otherwise threaten centrist parties.  The implications of this work for newly emerging parties and party systems are many.  They include the prescriptive policy recommendation that newly emerged party systems should allow for a modicum of polarization in their party system to attain a desirable level of political competition.  Of course, one can image examples where this polarization could become too extreme and authoritarianism could result after major domestic conflict.  Nevertheless, Sartori’s interesting findings from his typology help explain why certain emerging party systems are more stable while others are not.  Party competition, the work seems to indicate, is a healthy party of party governance and helps fend off extremist anti-system parties that might otherwise attain sympathetic followings.  This party competition, furthermore, when calibrated correctly certainly adds to the stability of newly emerged parties.

Kalyvas, Stathis. “From Pulpit to Party: Party Formation and the Christian Democratic Formation”. Comparative Politics, Vol. 30, No. 3 (Apr. 1998) pp. 293-312.


This article presents a case study of the emergence of the Christian Democrats in Western European politics.  The interesting finding is that while the religious cleavage that gave rise to the party was among Lipset and Rokkan’s “frozen cleavages”, it was not the Church who actually started the party.  Political actors used this cleavage early on during party emergence in Europe in order to gain political currency.  Today, in fact, the Christian Democrats explicitly state that they are not a religiously driven party and understand their secular political role.  This case study illustrates that while cleavages may create the divisions in society that are used politically, these forces do not always control the direction of the political actors once they are born.  In fact, political actors by necessity must learn to cater to many constituents and it seems plausible the political process itself makes representing one side of a cleavage inherently unrealistic in a democratic system.  This inside appears to be the major insight of this work, which is a well-done case study that seems to advance the literature on party emergence in a meaningful way.

Weigle, Marcia and Jim Butterfield. “Civil Society in Reforming Communist Regimes: The Logic of Emergence”. Comparative Politics. Vol. 25, No. 1. (Oct. 1992), pp. 1-23.


This work theorizes that the form of the post-communist regime influences the nature of party and party system emergence in post-communist states.  Where regimes were more Soviet-like they are hypothesized to be less stable and fragile party emergence is expected.  The explanation for this is that in Soviet-style regime defensive actors who stood to lose from democratization were more resistant to changes in government brought on by forces caused by the emergence of civil society.  For instance, demands for transparency by the media and other pro-democratic forces were more successful in countries like Poland that started in the early 1980s on their independent path of political development.  In these countries, trade unions, other groups, and even political parties were formed at an early period.  Even in the Soviet Union, non-Communist parties emerged as a result of glasnost.  The argument made in this article that states with more developed civil societies had more successful emergence of political parties is plausible, and evidence for it exists.  

Hoadley, John. “The Emergence of Political Parties in Congress, 1789-1803”. The American Political Science Review. Vol. 74, No. 3 (Sep., 1980), pp. 757-779.


This article argues that despite formal characterization, political parties had already begun to emerge as early as the first decade of the republic, by none other than the framers of the Constitution ostensibly opposed to parties.  Nevertheless, the evidence culled from roll-call voting in Congress indicates that two camps were forming at the dawn of the republic.  These two competing camps were natural precursors to the two-party system, according to the author.  Using spatial analysis (multidimensional scaling), the author shows that voting behavior in Congress, especially after the Jay Treaty in 1796, began to represent a two party-like system.  While this argument that the two party system was forming at this early period may be a bit exaggerated, the article still demonstrates that precursors to party system emergence can be seen even in the very early period of democratic emergence.  For this reason, the work seems to be a worthy and helpful addition to the party emergence literature.

Skendi, Stavro. “Albania within the Slav Orbit: Advent to Power of the Communist Party”. Political Science Quarterly. Vol. 63, No. 2. (Jun., 1948) pp. 257-274.


This dated but illustrative article illustrates the manner in which authoritarian, in this case communist, regimes led to party emergence in satellite states.  This case study of the Albanian case tells the story of how Tito, communist leader of Yugoslavia, was able to agitate with a communist political party in Albania which ultimately gained control of that government.  Emergence of communist parties, therefore, occurred at the sponsorship of other communist states.  In the case of Yugoslavia, a communist state controlled by Tito, it functioned as a sometime satellite of the Soviet Union, which had sponsored the emergence of communist parties across Eastern and Central Europe.  This case indicates that party emergence may not always be an organic process and outside states sometimes play a determinative role. 

PAGE  
3

