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by SiDra SarKer

Two major catastrophes:  Sep-
tember 11 and Hurricane Katrina.  
The result is ongoing war against 
terrorism.  Students find them-
selves wondering how effective 
the government is in the midst of 
war.

Many Ole Miss students have 
the same general impression of 
the United States: it is a powerful 
country.

“We are the greatest coun-
try in the world,” Jay Staler, 
an incoming freshman at Ole 
Miss, said.  “We are sometimes 
overwhelmed by our patriotism.  
Sometimes that gets the better of 
us.”

People listed many of the 
positive aspects about the United 
States.  Most of the students men-
tioned freedoms.

“Our wealth, our power, our 
freedom,” John James, a student 
from Corinth, said.

There is some controversy over 
President Bush and his decisions.  
Statistics show his popularity is 
steadily declining.

“He [Bush] does what he can 
to help his name, but not the 
country’s name,” Dow Jones stu-
dent Chassidy Joiner said.

Some students feel President 
Bush has not done very well, but 
others feel he has done the best 
with what he has been given.

“He’s tried to do the best,” 
New Orleans resident Jeremy Thi-
bodeux said.  “He’s had two big 
disasters.”

“They are doing the right 
thing in the wrong way,” Jinjing 
Huang, a Chinese Dow Jones stu-
dent, said.

Students seem to know that 
some countries do not like the 
United States, but some countries 
appreciate the United States’ help.

“Some really benefited from 
this war,” Omar Hammourr, 
a student from Palestine, said.  
“Some countries are against it.”

“Some countries think we are 
very giving,” James said.  “Others 
think we are arrogant.”

Another student had a more 
humorous approach to the situa-
tion.

Wyatt Dabney, a student from 
Oxford, said, “In Antarctica, I’m 
sure the polar bears are upset be-
cause we are the main reason for 
making their ice melt.”

Students had varying answers 
as to whether the United States 
should become entangled with 
other countries’ problems.

Hammourr said the siuation 
depends on administration.

Staler said, “Only if it could 
effect the U.S. in a negative way 
should we intervene.”

Most people believe that the 
government has done an effective 
job in the domestic policy but not 
so much the foreign policy.  There 
are some people who believe both 
were effective.

“They are going a great job [in 
the domestic policy],” Hammourr 
said.  “Not the exterior policy.”

Staler said Americans try to be 
an ally to everyone.

People have contrasting views 
about the decisions and events of 
the past years.  Most can agree 
that the government has been 
pretty effective and that the gov-
ernment is trying to do their best. 

by HaNNah Rogers

From the harrowing world of 
Stephen King to the dusty ency-
clopedias on the shelves, a public 
school’s library has been a place of 
entertainment and learning.  How-
ever, over the years, parents have or-
ganized movements to remove cer-
tain books from the school system, 
limiting students’ opportunities to 
grow as a readers.

One would think that some 
of the most challenged books in 
America would contain graphic 
violence or grisly images.  Th e truth 
is that these novels actually contain 
such scenes as children playing in 
the woods and a man fl ying around 
in his underpants.  Well, that is the 
logic of the human race.

Within the privacy of their own 
homes, parents deserve the neces-
sary right to moderate the literature 
their children consume.  In certain 
cases, some public schools will al-
low parents to bar their children 
from checking out books they deem 
inappropriate. But when a parent, 
because of his or her own personal 
beliefs that do not apply to every-
one else, tries to remove a book 
completely from a student library, 
that person is practicing censorship.

For example, the Newberry 

Medal-winning book Bridge to 
Terabithia, written by Katherine 
Patterson, has been one of the most 
frequently challenged books in 
America for allegedly promoting 
the New Age movement, occultism, 
Satanism, as well as supposed sexual 
content and death being a major 
part of the plot.  

Whether or not this young adult 
novel actually promotes these topics 
– especially the ones on religion - is 
not a reason to remove or keep it 
in libraries, since the First Amend-
ment guarantees religious freedoms.  
If guardians over a child do not 
agree with letting their youngster 
learn about diff erent religions, fi ne.  
However, that is no reason to keep 
other people interested in the book 
from having easy access to it.

Recently, a Christian mission-
ary named Laura Mallory requested 
that the Gwinnett County School 
System in Loganville, Georgia, re-
move the Harry Potter series from 
their shelves saying that they pro-
moted the Wicca religion, which vi-
olates the separation of church and 
state.  On top of that, she claimed 
they carried evil themes, witchcraft, 
demonic activity, murder, evil blood 
sacrifi ce, and spells, all of which are 
being taught to children.

But she did not read the books, 

claiming it was too hard to do 
with four kids and that it would be 
hypocritical to read them anyway.  
After her appeal was overruled fi ve 
times, she stated that God should 
be welcomed back into the school 
system.

I have read these books and have 
not seen any material that actually 
relates to the real life religion of 
Wicca.  Not to mention, that this 
woman has not even read the books 
so cannot know for sure what the 
content within them contains.  

Besides being ignorant, she is 
a hypocrite.  Not only is having a 
book in a library not truly promot-
ing a religion, by her wanting the 
public school system to “bring God 
back” she wants what she believes 
is right to her imposed on every-
one else.  Th at is not how America 
works; it is a democracy working 
out for all the country’s citizens, not 
just one.

Books are a source of knowledge 
that should be available to everyone 
in a public place.  When people 
seek to ban a book, they seem to 
forget that they are not the only hu-
mans in the world and even though 
they may not agree with the themes, 
someone else can benefi t if the story 
is allowed to stay.

library censorship hypocritical, counterproductive

student views on government diverse but patriotic

“Th ey are 
doing the right 

thing in the 
wrong way.” 

Jinjing Huang

by SKye LaCy

According to CNN.com, in a 
survey of 2,000 youth ages 12 to 17, 
twice as many teens said they could 
talk more easily to their mothers 
than to their fathers. However, one 
does not have to search on the Inter-
net for any knowledge of this fact.  

Mothers are known to be care-
givers and to nurture their loved 
ones, and that is what the world 
presents them as.  Women have 
created a new perspective for them-
selves years ago, but they will always 
be recognized as the one who will 
forgive and forget at any time.

Although we teens can easily 
talk to our mothers, do teens tell 
their mothers everything that they 
face daily?  It is hard for a teen to 
be close friends with his mother 
because she is a disciplinary fi g-
ure.  Most teens are scared of the 
reaction on certain issues from the 
mother;therefore, it is impossible for 
a young person to open up and state 
his opinion.

Mothers often try anyway to 
“con” her child for the truth. If a 
teen gives in and tells when he has 
gotten into trouble, he is punished 
for life.  But if he keeps his wrong 
from his mother,he is more likely 
to seek his way out of the decision 
(from his point of view.)

Teen pregnancy is a corrupting 
situation and has been for years now.  
Researchers believe if the daughter 
has a secure relationship with her 
mother then sex is less likely to hap-
pen.  However, what if the two be-
come “best friends” and the daugh-
ter wants to discuss sex openly as 
an interest with her mother?  Some 
mothers will stand their ground, 
but most will be too scared to point 
their daughter in the right direc-
tion.  In dread, the mother is willing 
to have any sort of relationship to 
avoid a disagreement with her child.

Teenagers, let’s face it, mothers 
do not want us to bring a disgrace-
ful image upon them, so this could 
be another reason mothers would 
like to keep a connection with us.  
Although this situation is possible,it 
should not be a reason to change our 
beliefs and ways of expression.  A 
teenage boy should not have to take 
out his earring because his mother’s 
bible-study group will not like it; 
they are not his friends.  And daugh-
ters should not have to date only the 
boys her mother likes because the 
mother is not dating them.

Mothers should be part of 
our lives, but they can not see life 
through our eyes.  Th ey can not be 
our best friends because at one point 
or the other, she will have to be the 
“parent” in the situation.

by ALiCia CoNLey

 Freedom, parties, and fun, are 
all thought to be key factors in a typ-
ical college student’s life. But where 
does religion come in? 

Controversy arises in the matter 
of whether religion really exists in 
the lives of college students. Some 
believe that more active religious life 
is occurring now than it has been 
in a long time, while others believe 
that religious involvement has not 
progressed over time and is still at 
a minimum. So what is the state of 
religion on college campuses?

In an interview of random col-
lege students and faculty, this ques-
tion seemed to strike diff erent views 
and opinions, all ending up with the 
same results. 

Many students fi nd it very dif-
fi cult to fi nd time for religion. 

“Th ey don’t have time to practice 
their religion with so many distrac-
tions and so much other stuff  to do,” 
said Courtney Heard, a junior at Ole 
Miss. “Th e ones that are very reli-
gious stay to themselves for the most 
part. Th ey keep friends, but they ex-

clude themselves from activities that 
go against their beliefs.” 

Heard also believes that there are 
a few truly religious people dispersed 
among the college campuses, but 
there are not many as a whole. 

Although there are starting to 
be more religious organizations be-
ing formed in colleges today, there 
are still doubts that they will draw a 
lot more people towards becoming 
religious and/or make religious life 
any more active than it already is. 
As reported in the New York Times, 
Peter J. Gomes believes that “Th ere 

is probably a more active religious 
life now than there has been in 100 
years.” 

Margaret M., a store clerk at Ole 
Miss, disagrees.

“I think that religion life is not 
becoming more active. I have been 
working here for nine years, and the 
students may state their religious be-
liefs, but they don’t practice them.”

 “I believe that religion starts 
at home. If parents don’t ingrain 
religion in them at a young age and 
make it a continuous thing, then 
they usually won’t have it after high 
school. I believe that religion will be-
come less and less evident. Th ey will 
soon replace religion with materialis-
tic things, which seems to already be 
happening now,” she added.

No matter how many facts there 
are or how many people agree or 
disagree, there is always going to be 
the question of whether religion is 
becoming more active in college or 
whether it will soon disappear. 

“I really don’t know what to ex-
pect. I guess you will just have to live 
and see what the future holds,” Ole 
Miss student Dustin Manendez said.

parent/child relationships great, but need bounds

between classes and fun, 
religion left behind in college

“...the students 
may state their 
religious beliefs, 
but they don’t 
practice them.” 

Margaret M.

by ViCtoria GiLMore

In order for relationships to be 
successful they must maintain an 
open line of communication, trust 
and honesty.  Such qualities I believe 
should be found within a mother 
and daughter relationship, because 
such a relationship is vital for a teen-
age girl growing up.  

Most mothers are longing for an 
open relationship between them-
selves and their children, especially 
their daughters, because they could 
be easily infl uenced by the opposite 
sex, the media, or they could be 
taken advantage of by other people.  

A mother’s job is to nurture, 
teach, shelter and love her children 
because this would eff ect their ac-
tions, and possibly their productivity 
in the real world.  

By a daughter being able to 
trust her mother, she will be able 
to confi de her deep secrets, and 
discuss the pressures placed upon 
her as a teenager in this society. An 
open relationship between mothers 
and daughters would have a ma-
jor impact on the rates of teenage 
pregnancy, runaways, as well as pre-
marital sex and could possibly cause 
a slight decrease in those problems.  
No longer will the daughters have to 
continue listening to their “so called 
“friends’ advice,” about life but they 

will be able to receive their mother’s 
wisdom, to avoid mistakes. Now, 
of course, daughters will make mis-
takes, but if a healthy relationship 
were formed, certain mistakes will 
become forgivable, and forgotten 
and replaced with love.

According to Stephanie Rosen-
bloom, a reporter for Th e New 
York Times, mother and daughter 
relationships are popular more than 
ever, because of the sense of security 
and love they lend one another.  Th e 
attachment is very benefi cial dur-
ing the teenage years where there 
are great amounts of stress and peer 
pressure placed on the daughters 
in high school, and “who better to 
confi de in than you’re mother?”  
Statistics show that because of the 
increasing relationships between a 

mother and her daughter, daughters 
are better prepared for certain situa-
tions, able to establish stability and 
become successful citizens in life.

Personally, I believe that a 
mother and daughter relationship 
is healthy, because certain things a 
mother has been through will help 
her daughter to avoid making those 
same past mistakes.  Although, there 
might be some disagreements be-
tween the two on certain topics, the 
line of communication should never 
be disconnected.  ‘

Th e article itself seemed accurate, 
because I occasionally witness such 
healthy relationships between moth-
ers and daughters within my own 
community. So I’m a strong believer 
that, ”Mothers, do know what’s 
best.”     

“...a mother and daughter 
relationship is healthy, because 

certain things a mother has 
been through will help her 

daughter to avoid making those 
same past mistakes.” 

Victoria Gilmore
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Caitlin Griffith is a lesbian poet 
who sees her biggest struggle not with 
being homosexual, but dealing with 
the negative attention she receives 
because of it.

 Caitlin has friends and family 
who support her, but they are not 
always fully behind her. 

“My mom told me once not to 
‘fly my freak flag.’ It was hard to hear 
how superficial she was being about 
my sexuality,” Caitlin said. 

However, she said her parents are 
also understanding in some ways.  

“My parents are very trusting of 
me. I mean come on, they let me 
date a 20-year-old girl!” Caitlin said 
as she smiled of the thought of her 
girlfriend, Andrea. 

She  sa id  another  fo rm of 
constant, positive encouragement 
is the Memphis Area Gay Youth 
(MAGY).

Being a lesbian is  a proud 
part of her life, and she displays 
her confidence when she wears 
her gay pride apparel. She uses 
her homosexuality as a source of 
inspiration for her writing.

Now a sophomore in high school, 
Caitlin has already been published as 
a poet nine times. Her mother read 
Caitlin’s poem “You” and turned it 
into a company she had read about on 
the internet. It was received with great 
acceptance, and “You” was published 
by the International Society of Poetry. 
This was Caitlin’s first poem to be 
published, and it won her a four-day 
trip to Hollywood where she attended 
poetry workshops and an open-mic 
critique session. Caitlin said she loved 
being able to have that experience.    

Life struggles have always been a 
major inspiration for Caitlin. After 
being publicly “ousted” as a lesbian 
by girls at her school, Caitlin turned 
to her writing to release her emotions. 
She said she did not always have a 
reason to wake up in the morning, 
but her creativity helped her. “My 
creativity I can express through my 
poetry became my reason (to wake 
up.)” 

Numerous notebooks began to be 
filled as Caitlin became comfortable 
with her writing and her sexuality. 
Currently she is trying to get one 

of her poems, “Why?” published in 
Curve, a lesbian magazine. 

Caitlin is type of girl to go up to 
any random person in a bookstore 
and just start a conversation with him 
or her. She is a writer who says she is 
intensely interested in people.

Caitlin is tuned in to people’s 
emotions, and she  wants to use her 
curiosity in a career of journalism.

“I constantly have to have pen 
and paper with me. Writing is my 
life,” she said.

behind each face, there’s a storybio
Dalton Howe’s grandparents 

grew up in a time when family was 
labeled as one of the top priorities 
in life. Today, the definition of 
family and its priorities may have 
been redefined.  Dalton, a member 
of this year’s Dow Jones workshop, 
is confused about the future for 
families.  He says that the low level 
of communications among family 
members may contribute to the 
lose of the close-knit family of his 
grandparents’ generation.

Dalton, a resident of Ocean 
Springs, recalls that his grandparents 
respected family morals and never 
hesitated to preach these values 
to others.  That generation even 
cooked more for the family, and 
during those meals, conversations 
about the daily lives of each member 
seemed to matter. 

Today,  Dalton’s  immediate 
family goes out to eat more and 
tends to eat in silence.  The close-

knit family of previous generations 
also dwindles in meaning because of 
divorce. At the age of five, Dalton’s 
real father was absent from his life. 
“It hurt,” Dalton stated. 

Though it may not seem like 
it, the absence of parents affects 
a developing teen’s actions and 
emotions. However, a determined 
t e e n  l i k e  D a l t o n  c a n  m a k e 
something of himself despite a 
parent’s absence or converstions 
at meals. 

Dalton runs track and his talent 
has paid off. He has many trophies 
that illustrate is ability. He also 
plays major roles in his journalism 
department at his school.

If family morals are too far 
gone to try and fix as Dalton’s 
grandparents think, all is not lost.  
Individuals like Dalton prove that 
when a mind is focused on success, 
there is nothing that he can’t do. 

dalton howe

Her close friend was shot; her 
good friend committed suicide, and 
yet another friend was raped.  Within 
the same year her grandparents died.  
Despite her troubles, Alicia Conley’s 
devastating past motivates her to 
help others in ways she was never 
helped.

Senior Alicia Conley has been 
dealing with tradegy since she was a 
child.   In elementary school, she was 
diagnosed with a kidney infection 
so she was constantly ill.  She was 
ridiculed for being the smallest 
one.  Yet, she found ways to vent 
her anger.

“I played [football] a lot to get out 
a lot of frustration,” Conley said.

Throughout her teenage years, 
Murrah High School did not get 
any better for Conley.  Many of her 
friends were shot and killed.  Her 
grandparents, who held the family 
together, died.  Yet, she still vented 
her sorrow in poems.

“I like being by myself,” she 
said.  “I can express myself to myself 
through my poems.”

Conley said she wants to forget 

about her troubling past so she can 
have a bright future.

“I want to live for right now so 
that when I get older, I will be able 
to mature and get past all of the 
struggles I have been through,” she 
said.

Also, she said she lives her life by 
a certain motto.  She does not get 
consumed by past events. She said 
she does not like living in the past 
but in the present so she can have a 
better future.

With all of her triumphs, Conley 
strives for a better future in which she 
will help others.  She wants to be a 
psychologist so she can help other 
children with their struggles.

“I can help people in the way that 
I couldn’t be helped,” she said.  “I can 
listen to them - the people who don’t 
have others to listen to them.”

Conly believes her good deeds 
will affect many others.  She hopes 
these acts will be passed on.

“If I help somebody else, then 
they will see that someone else cares,” 
Conley said.  “And they will go on 
and do the same thing.”

alicia conley

Allison Morris, a free-spirited 
teenager, spends more time worrying 
about being accepted to Ohio State 
when she graduates than worrying 
about global warming. Allison believes 
that she’ll never see the effects of global 
warming in her lifetime.

In Allison’s carefree world she 
believes religion, her family and friends 
are important.  The most important 
person in her life is her mother. 

“My mom is my backbone and my 
best friend,” Allison said. 

Allison’s mom got her started in 
gymnastics when Allison was around 
the age of five. Now ten years later, she 
teaches a gymnastic class, is involved 
in the Terry High School cheerleading 
squad and is a member of the Central 
Mississippi All-Star Senior Co-ed 
squad.

As Allison reflects over her 
accomplishments she says, “My family 
and friends have driven me to work 
hard and to never give up until you 

have reached your goals!” 
Allison says she does not have the 

close relationship with her dad that she 
does with her mom. Her relationship 
with her dad was put in jeopardy 
when her dad and mom started having 
problems in their relationship. 

Allison’s mother and father are 
separated at the present time. This 
separation adds a lot of tension to 
her family life.  Allison’s sister is there 
for her through all of their family 
problems. 

“It is nice to have someone to 
lean on through all my family issues,” 
Allison says.

Like many American teenagers, 
Allison stresses over school issues. 
Allison says the hardest thing about 
high school for her is keeping up a high 
grade point average and a social life at 
the same time. She’s working so hard in 
these areas so she can attend and cheer 
at Ohio State. Allison really likes Ohio 
State’s cheer program and would love 

to be part of it. 
Allison is interested in health, 

which could possibly lead her into an 
occupation such as a registered dietitian, 
operator of a health care club or a 
personal trainer.  She is also considering 
a future as a pharmacist.  She realizes 
that pharmacy is a highly competitive 
field, with high benefits and flexible 
work schedules.  She could work for a 
private company that dispenses drugs 
to nursing homes; she could work in a 
hospital setting or she could work in a 
pharmacy.  Allison realizes that she has 
a couple of more years before she has to 
tentatively decide which college courses 
to take.  She is extremely nervous about 
leaving home and leaving the security 
of her family.

Allison Morris is an asset to her 
family and to the town of Terry, 
Mississippi. She is an energetic young 
woman with her whole life ahead of 
her, and she is not afraid to make the 
most of it!

allison morris

caitlin griffith

In the land of opportunity, 
Cassidy Havens sees herself as 
having few choices.

While weighing the advantages 
and disadvantages of American 
adolescence, Havens said, “I think 
freedom is the greatest advantage 
because I can be who I want to. In 
other countries, kids don’t have the 
same opportunities I do.”

But despite the abundance of 
resources and civil freedoms found 
in America, Havens still struggles to 
reveal on the outside the person she 
believes she truly is on the inside. 
Most of this struggle comes from 
pressure to conform.

“I think [in] our culture, there’s 
always something expected from 
someone. If it’s not parents, it’s 
friends or teachers,” Havens said. 
“There are things other people 
think should be important to 
me.” 

Parents who expect her to join 
the medical field, social pressure 
to dress differently and listen to 

different music, and friends who 
think Havens needs to become, 
in her words, “really, really, really 
soc ia l ,”  are  just  a  few of  the 
disagreement Havens believes are 
being brought against her. 

To an outsider, it may appear 
that Havens can reach for whatever 
dream she chooses. But to Havens, 
the reality is that as a human, other 
people’s thoughts and opinions do 
not go unnoted.

The pressure  f rom outs ide 
expectations is not the only obstacle 
Havens has encountered as an 
American teenager. She believes 
that growing up in mainstream 
America has  handicapped her 
ability to relate to foreigners.

“I think there’s a boundary 
between America and the rest of 
the world,” Havens said before 
pausing, a pensive look upon her 
face. “It’s not that I don’t want to 
sympathize with people from other 
countries. It’s just I haven’t had 
the opportunity… I haven’t been 

through what they have.”
For Havens, this influence has 

been both helpful and harmful; 
though a struggle, she now yearns 
to explore such human connection 
and desires to reach out to people 
she never believed she could relate 
to before.

“The highest bar for me is 
impacting other people,” Havens 
said. To achieve this, she has turned 
to her artistic talent. Whether 
through paintings, poetry or short 
stories, Havens is looking to touch 
humanity. She said she wants to 
create anything someone can look 
at and say, “‘Hey, I’ve been through 
that. I know what that’s like.’”

In her quest to connect with 
others, Havens still has expectations 
for herself. Havens said her greatest 
personal desire is to be remembered, 
since, she said, no one wants to be 
forgotten.

Prince.  John Newton.  Vivaldi.  
Throughout history, musicians 
have inspired their audience to 
affect society positively; Chassidy 
Joiner dreams of following in their 
footsteps.

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, 
Chassidy was influenced by her 
city’s roots within America’s musical 
development and her family to find 
her own voice.	

“My great-grandfather was a 
father figure to me before he died. 
When the South was segregated, he 
had worked in a cotton field.  He 
did not know how to read or write, 
so when I began to learn, I would 
try to teach him.” 

She  added ,  w i th  an  eage r 
smile from remembering pleasant 
memories of the past, “When I 
would go to his house, he would 
sing old songs that got stuck in 
my head.  He contributed to my 
wanting to begin writing music.”

Through her hobby, Chassidy 

realized that she wanted to center 
her  ca ree r  a round the  mus ic 
industry.

“I want to major in Music 
Business and become a recording 
engineer or producer,” she said. 
“My goal is to create music that will 
appeal to an audience of more than 
one generation.”

Unfortunate ly,  Chass idy i s 
convinced that there are possible 
prejudice barriers in her way to 
achieving her dream.	

“Being African-American is 
not a considerable problem as now 
people want more diverse races to 
be hired. However, people seem 
to think that if someone wants to 
go into the music industry, they 
probably will not make it, especially 
a woman.  Men have been thought 
of as powerful leaders, and women 
are expected to follow them, not 
lead.”

She added that hard work was 
crucial,  “I have to be the best I 

can at my craft, though.  I cannot 
come in and demand change unless 
I deserve respect.”

Currently, Chassidy is working 
to be a well-rounded musician.  At 
her high school in Germantown, 
she plays the alto-saxophone for 
the varsity band.  On her own time, 
she also plays the keyboard and has 
written and recorded at least fifteen 
original songs.

Chassidy is now more confident 
in  fo l lowing the  path  to  her 
preferred career because her family 
is supportive.

“Before my grandfather passed 
away he bought me a guitar.  After 
that, I felt like my family was 
behind me, and I was more secure 
in what I was doing.”

Chassidy, 17, hopes to leave 
her mark on the world through a 
musical legacy of inspirational and 
positive songs.

Corals, craters, and crashes do 
not usually come to mind when one 
thinks of a Mississippi girl.  However, 
when Madison Central High School 
student Marianne Spencer thinks 
about her trip, those words leave vivid 
memories.

Madison seems like the average 
girl.  She likes to read, shop and 
hang out with friends.  However, she 
received a rare honor.  She was one of 
the nine people selected at her school 
to be on the academic decathlon team.  
Even more, the team went to Hawaii 
for nine days for a competition.

Throughout last year, the team was 
preparing for state competition.  After 
they placed first in state, they moved 
on to nationals.  Then in Hawaii, 
the decathlon lasted two days; the 
team placed fifth in the decathlon. 
The other days were reserved for fun 
events.

Spencer did the usual shopping, 
tanning and swimming, but she 
also had some other interesting 
experiences.  Spencer hiked in a 

volcanic crater.
Spencer also visited Pearl Harbor. 

There, she stood on a long white board 
which served as the memorial to the 
USS Arizona.

“Basically, it’s a big graveyard,” 
Spencer said.  “So it’s very solemn and 
moving to be out there.”

Despite the overwhelming eerie 
feeling, there was still some awe to the 
memorial at Pearl Harbor.

“The interesting thing about the 
Arizona is that oil still leaks out of it,” 
Spencer said.

Spencer was also caught in some 
dangerous situations in Hawaii. Some 
people went too far out into the water.  
The undercurrent swept her into the 
corals. 

“I was panicking because we were 
so far out,” Spencer said.

To others, a vacation to Hawaii 
might just be memories of swimming 
and tanning.  To Spencer, it is an 
unforgettable memory filled with 
corals, craters and crashes. 

marianne spencer

jinjing huang

cassidy havens

chassidy joiner
Living thousands of miles from 

her home in China, Jinjing Huag 
needed a way to meet people. She used 
journalism as a tool to network with 
new people and gain exposure to their 
culture.  Another way Jinjing used 
journalism, was as a tool to improve 
her English writing skills. 

As a young girl growing up in 
Shanghai, Jinjing Huang had a strong 
interest in journalism because of the 
numerous amounts of information.  
Jinjing said that the opening up of 
thoughts and the views about the 
community came through sharing 
journalism with others.

In 2003, Jinjing moved to 
Mississippi with her parents and 
enrolled at Tupelo High. She admits 
that it took a major adjustment at first.  
Soon she realized there were similarities 
between the two countries, and one 
was journalism.  Jinjing anxiously 
applied for the school’s newspaper 
Tupelo Hi-Times, and was ecstatic 
when given the opportunity to write 

for the paper.  Jinjing used journalism 
skills she learned in China to help her 
writing at school.  Currently, Jinjing 
is serving as an assistant editor for 
the newspaper, and she posses good 
qualities such as a strong sense of 
determination and enthusiasm for 
journalism. 

Other similarities that Jinjing finds 
between the American and Chinese 
cultures are the love of movies, love of 
sports, and love of listening to music, 
especially Hip Hop.  She enjoys the 
small towns and security in North 
Mississippi.

Jinjing’s career goals consist of 
being an effective editor for the staff, 
graduating in 2008, and attending 
college where she will major in pre-
pharmacy.  In five years, Jinjing 
envisions herself continuing her college 
education and receiving her degrees.  
She has plans of eventually transferring 
to her home, Shanghai, where she 
plans to give back to the community.  
She plans on bridging the cultural 
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“My parents are 
very trusting 

of me.  I mean 
come on, they 

let me date a 20-
year-old girl!”

Caitlin Griffith
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Skye Lacy, who has a Caucasian 
mother and an African American 
father, often asks herself, “What 
color am I?”

Skye, 16, initially felt shunned 
by her peers. Upon entering high 
school, she has been more focused 
on carving a niche for herself. 

“My friends would bully me for 
acting black, and guys would call 
me a white girl,” said Skye, as she 
explained the emotional confusion 
she has endured.

A junior at George County 
High School, Skye has found that 
her school, like most, has many 
cliques. She understands that the 
Southern small town atmosphere has 
influenced those in her community 
not to be as accepting of her mixed 
background. Fortunately, this year 
she has found friends who see her as 
“not a color, just a personality.” 

Although Skye has felt isolated in 
the social setting, she has found that 
she can always rely on her mom.

“My mom has loved me from the 
beginning,” said Skye, describing 
how she has always felt that her mom 

accepted her. “Any girl should count 
on her mom.”

When Skye was five, her mom 
remarried, and her stepfather later 
adopted her. “He took me under his 
wing,” said Skye. “I call him dad.”

Daylon, one of Skye’s friends 
from school who is also of a mixed 
cultural background, “seems to have 
it easier at school,” Skye says. “I 
would ask him if anyone made fun 
of him, but for some reason they 
didn’t.”

Although Skye still believes 
race is an issue in her life, she has 
learned that one does not have to be 
considered a “color.”

For example, Skye feels that 
the band Gym Class Heroes is the 
epitome of how the world should be. 
“The band has black and white people 
in it, and I just think that’s how the 
world should be,” Skye said.

Explaining how she deals with her 
certain trials, Skye said, “It’s all about 
learning that you have to respect 
yourself in order to be respected. The 
world tries to tell you who you are, 
but you should decide for yourself.”

Born and raised in Jackson, 
Mississippi, Victoria Gilmore and her 
two little sisters are often recognized as 
the “Gilmore girls” of the South. 

 A big smile and fast talks are 
not the only commonalities between 
Rory Gilmore, the witty character in 
the popular TV series “The Gilmore 
Girls,” and Victoria Gilmore.  What 
they share more is the passion for 
journalism.

  A year ago, Gilmore and seventeen 
classmates who share the love of 
journalism built up the very first 
newspaper of Murrah High School, 
the Hoofbeat, from the ground. The 
idea of having a school paper had been 
around in the student body for more 
than two years, yet it was this group 
of brave people who turned an idea 
to reality. 

  With less than $200 from a 
fund raiser effort, the team started 
everything from scratch. Fortunately, 
the support from the generous 
principal and a successful thousand-

dollar ads sale came just in time to 
meet monetary need of production.

 However, the first taste of 
journalism was not as sweet as the 
team had imagined. The first issue did 
not reach its audience until October, 
one month later than they expected, 
due to the problems in organization 
and discipline. The photos were 
lost, the articles failed to reach the 
editor’s hand on time, and the layout 
was interrupted by the computer 
problems. What seemed exciting at 
first became frustrating.

 Gradually, some staffs’ enthusiasm 
faded, but not Gilmore’s. Even though 
being on the staff put on extra stress 
besides the already heavy loads from 
AP classes, Gilmore is “loving what 
she is doing.”

 During a past interview with the 
track star at her school, Gilmore found 
out that the excellent performance 
on the field provided the girl with 
urgently needed scholarship to study 
an expensive nursing school, thus 

fulfilling her dream that once deferred 
due to the hard family condition.

 “As a reporter, I am able to inform 
people of many wonderful talents and 
opportunities around us that were 
overlooked,”  Gilmore said.

 As the founders of the Hoofbeat, 
the staff completed their first year with 
four 20-page tabloid papers, and they 
are looking for six next year.

  “It is our baby. It has been a tough 
year, but I wish for the best next year,” 
said Gilmore, looking back to the days 
upon the birth of the Hoofbeat.

 Next year, Gilmore is going to 
be a senior and the sports editor of 
the paper. Good connection with 
student athletes and comprehensive 
knowledge about sports make her the 
editor’s pick.

 “Being a section editor means 
that I have to put my foot down and 
learn to step up,” says Gilmore, with 
confidence and determination to meet 
the challenge.

Ma r g a r e t  W h i t e  s a y s  s h e 
exhibited enthusiasm for writing 
at an early age, but coping through 
a family divorce may possibly have 
hurt her writing potential.  However,  
Margaret has a different story. She 
says, if anything, it has made her a 
better writer.

Margaret is a senior in high 
school and was born in Tupelo, 
Mississippi.

She loves to read, to collect CDs 
and especially to write. She has 
always loved the English language 
since she was little, and now she 
uses her writing talents to help  her 
school newspaper, The Tupelo Hi-
Times, as co-editor. 

This year will be her first year as 
co-editor and her second year on 
the staff. Yet her writing potential 
and her position on the staff could 
have changed if she had let her 
parent’s divorce take away her joy 
in writing.

Though Margaret may have 
many hobbies and talents, she has 
had bad times as well. Her parents 
divorced when she was 14 and her 
only sister is in college. She believes 
that she is close to her family when 
she has time alone with one of them, 
but when her family gets together, 
she said they are not too close.  
Margaret said that even though her 

family is divorced, she is blessed 
with what she has.

When Margaret starts as co-
editor this year, she will be taking 
on much more leadership than 
before when she mostly only wrote 
features. When school starts this 
year, she said she hopes to inspire the 
staff to doing great things.  She said 
she hopes to inspire her classmates 
like her friend Kendra Rehna, an 
extremely smart person who always 
wants to make people’s lives better, 
inspired her.

When it comes to the future, 
Margaret is stil l   open. She is 
undec ided  be tween be ing  an 
ambassador for the country due to 
her interest in culture, a book editor 
because she said she likes perfection, 
a flight attendant because she loves 
to travel, or a bartender because she 
said they make into a show which 
looks interesting. Margaret said 
that wherever she is in five years, 
she expects to have graduated from 
college  and have a job.  

Margaret White shows that 
even a teenager with divorced 
parents does not have to give up for 
what they believe in. She says that 
her parents’ divorce makes her a 
interesting person, and interesting 
people make interesting stories.

skye lacy

maggie white

victoria gilmore

For more information on MSPA and 
summer workshops, visit our web site at 

www.olemiss.edu/depts/journalism.

Going into her junior year, 
Christina Rhodes will be a second-
year staff member on the Tupelo High 
School newspaper. She is especially 
interested in the business side of 
journalism and learned many new 
ideas and skills in advertising sales, ad 
design and subscriptions that she will 
bring to the Tupleo Hi-Times staff in 
the coming year.      

 Her adviser, Sherry MacKenzie 
describes her as being such an asset 
to the class.                           

“Her geniune interest in and 
acceptance of others is such a positive 
thing for our staff,” MacKenzie said.  

She added that Christina accepts 
people of all races, cultures and 
personalities and pulls the whole staff 
together.           

She lives in Mantachie and drives 
in to Tupelo High School.  Her 
brother, whom she said she is very 
close to, graduated from Tupelo last 
year. She enjoys being with her friends 
and shopping.                                       

 Workshop director Beth Fitts 
said that Christina was a wonderful 
influence on the other students and 
always had something positive to 
say.

“It’s so nice to see someone like 
Christina, who gives her all to be a 
person of excellence.  She is also just 
plain fun to be around.  We look 
forward to getting to see her more at 
MSPA functions.” 

christina rhodes

Heidi Newman is a senior staff 
member at Germantown High School 
in Germantown, Tennessee.  With a 
year of experience under her belt, she 
and editor Emily Gilmer will lead 
the Germantown staff in publishing 
their paper. Their leadership will be 
expecially invaluable in that the rest 
of the staff graduated or had to leave 
because of other commitments, and 
they will be rebuilding the program 

under the direction of adviser Elizabeth 
Stuart.  

Heidi enjoys writing as well as 
design and expecially loves to discuss 
issues relevant to teenagers. 	

Workshop director Beth Fitts said 
that Heidi will be an asset to the staff 
in coming up with topics that really 
make a difference.                                                 

As University of Mississippi 
Department Chair Samir Husni says, 

“What’s in it for me?”should be the 
deciding factor when it comes to 
content in a publication.                                                

 Because of her inquisitive mind 
and persistent spirit, Heidi will add 
valuable insight for this year’s paper. 
The skills she learned in the summer 
journalism workshop should be able 
to help her make theirexcellent paper 
even better.

heidi newman


