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Purpose of color beds:

1.	 To	provide	a	colorful	accent	against	a	background	of	permanent	plantings.
2.	 To	provide	borders	or	accent	them	(gates,	street	corners,	signs,	etc.).
3.	 To	provide	graceful	transitions	from	one	area	to	another.
4.	 To	provide	strong	focal	points	that	grab	your	attention.
5.	 To	soften	landscape	lines.
6.	 To	attract	colorful	insects	such	as	butterflies.

Annual Flowers: 

These are plants that complete their life cycle in one year.  The seed germinates, the plant 
grows, flowers, and sets seed, which drops into the soil for next years plants.  Most Annu-
als will continually bloom throughout the growing season, then the plant dies regardless 
of temperature or other conditions.

Perennial Flowers: 

These are plants that are tender or woody, and live for two or more years.  Generally, the 
top portion of the plant dies back each winter and re-grows the following spring from the 
same root system.  Their bloom time is shorter than annuals.

Biennial Flowers:

These are plants that grow vegetatively the first year, enter a period of dormancy over the 
colder months and bloom the second season.  Once it has bloomed and set seed, it will 
die, giving it a two (2) year life cycle. 

Bed Preparation:

1. Soil preparation is the most crucial step so that the plant’s roots can quickly anchor the  
 plants, and provide water and nutrients for growth.

2. Soil that is ready for planting will hold its shape when squeezed, but will crumble easily.

3. First, remove any weeds, old mulch, grass, debris or unwanted plants.

4. Then till the soil to a shovel’s depth, removing stones, roots, bulbs and clods of dirt as you go.

5. Add amendments such as organic material, sand, and fertilizer, then till these into the soil.

6.	 Trench	the	beds	to	define	them	and	so	that	later	on	the	mulch	can	be	tucked	into	them.

7. Rake the bed smooth.
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Selecting Proper Plants:

To	make	sure	the	annual	plants	thrive,	a	few	considerations	should	be	made.		If	you	do	not	select	
the right plant for the right place, you will increase the maintenance needs of the plant.  Ask your-
self if the site chosen will meet the plant’s ideal growing conditions?

1. Is there high traffic?

2. Is there full sun?  When is there sun? How much shade?

3. What is the soil type?  Loamy, clayey, sandy, etc.? Does it need to be amended?

4. How much water is the site likely to get? And when? Be careful planting near  
 standing water as some plants do not like wet feet.

5. What is the growing habit of the plant (mounding, trailing, upright, etc.)?

6. What colors will compliment the conditions of the site, such as brightening up  
 darker areas?

Planting:

1. Remove the plants from the nursery flats and tease their roots open so they can  
 quickly establish themselves.

2. Set the plants out in the bed to be sure the spacing and color arrangement works  
 for the site.  Have them spaced according to the plan for the bed and type of plant.

3. Plant the annuals with the crown of their roots ½ inch above the soil surface,  
 making sure the root ball is moist.

A. Plant the first row at least one foot from the edges of the bed.

B.	 Tamp	the	dirt	firmly	around	the	plants.

4. Plant the desired bulbs three (3) times as deep as its diameter, with the pointed  
 end up.

5. Perennials with underground stems should be planted in a more permanent  
 location.

6. When transplanting Bare Root Perennials 

•	 Place the roots in a pail of tepid water for thirty minutes.
•	 Dig a hole wide enough so the roots are not squeezed, and with the root  
 crown level with the soil surface.
•	 Have a mound of dirt at the bottom of the hole, and spread the roots evenly  
 over the mound for the roots to sit on.  This eliminates air pockets.  
•	 Backfill the hole, gently firming the soil as you go.
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7. Mulch the bed—usually a wood bark of some sort.     

•	 This shades the weed seeds to prevent germination.
•	 Retains soil moisture.
•	 Keeps	the	soil	from	over	heating.
•	 Becomes the background to show off the colors of the plants.

       8.    Water the flower bed thoroughly to remove air pockets.

Persistent Care and Maintenance:

1. Watering: Most annuals benefit from one deep watering every week, rather than frequent  
 shallow irrigation.  This will develop a deep root system and strong plants that are more  
 resistant to pests, disease and drought.

•	 If the soil is dry at one inch, then water the annuals.
•	 Too	much	water	and	the	soggy	soil	will	promote	rot	and	fungus	problems.
•	 Keep	the	foliage	dry	to	discourage	disease	and	pests	by	watering	early	in	the	 
 morning so it has a chance to dry out.

2.  Removing unsightly weeds as needed.

3. Deadheading:  Removing blooms as soon as they fade or wilt to force the plant to  
 continue to bloom, instead of going to seed.

4. Pinching the tips of the stems to cause the plants to branch out, resulting in compact and  
 bushy plants.

5. Checking for signs of diseases and pests, such as discolored leaves, holes and spots on the  
 leaves, wilting, stunted growth, signs of chewing, etc.

6. Re-edge the beds where they meet the turf to keep the grass from creeping into the bed,  
 and keeping the edge of the bed crisp.

7. Fertilize with a water soluble fertilizer every other week during the growing season to  
 promote healthy roots, more blooms and vigorous growth.

8. Use a fungicide every other week to prevent root rot and other diseases.

9. At mid-season, rejuvenate the plants when they become leggy and straggly by cutting  
 them back to half-height.   This also forces a fresh batch of blooms.

10. Maintain adequate mulch.

11. If a plant pops out due to freezing temperatures, re-plant it.


