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Summary of Current and Recent Research Projects 
 

 
Last revised: 03/25/2008 
 

FACULTY AND SPONSORED PROJECTS ï CURRENTLY ACTIVE  

 

Medication Quality Measures and Hospitalizations.  Secondary analyses using 2006 Medicare 

data from 6 states to evaluate the relationships among proposed BearingPoint Quality Measures 

and hospitalization.   
Sponsor:  Information and Quality Healthcare / Centers for Medicare / Medicaid Services 

(IQH/CMS) 

PI:   Noel Wilkin     

Other Researchers:  Ben Banahan, Bill Lobb, Pat Pace, Nancy Jones, Dr. Dewey Garner, Yi Yang, 

Kyle Null, Vennela Thumula, Clive Mendonca,  Leo Torres, Sean King, Phil Schwab 

Methods:  Secondary analysis of Medicare Part D, A and B data. 

Status:  Data analysis and report writing; 3 of 4 sub-reports delivered; final report due in June.   

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  2 abstracts accepted for 2008 ISPOR Conference. 

 

Using Medicare Administrative Claims Data to Evaluate Health Outcomes.  Secondary 

analyses using 2006-2007 Medicare data from 6 states to evaluate health outcomes related to 

selected medication use behaviors.  
Sponsor:  Centers for Medicare / Medicaid Services ï Office of Research, Development and 

Information 

PI:   Ben Banahan, Noel Wilkin     

Other Researchers:  Bill Lobb, Pat Pace 

Methods:  Secondary analysis of Medicare Part D, A and B data. 

Status:  Proposal being submitted for earmarked funds ï anticipated start date July 1, 2008.   

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None. 

 

Community Compliance Project (CCP).  This is an umbrella designation for projects related to 

the pharmacy delivery model used by Pharm Net in Winona.  Individual projects are described 

below. 

 

CCP ï Effect of Regular Communication from Pharmacy on Compliance 
Sponsor: Seeking sponsor 
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PI:   Erin Holmes / Dave McCaffrey 

Other Researchers:   

Methods:   

Status:  Not funded  

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

CCP ï Evaluation of Outcomes for Medicaid Waiver Patients Served by Planning and 

Development Districts.  The Planning and Development Districts provide case management 

services for Medicaid waiver patients in an effort to avoid nursing home admission.  MTM 

services will be provided by PharmNet and CPMM will evaluate the health outcomes for the 

patients and the cost implications for the Medicaid program.  
Sponsor: Unfunded service project 

PI:   Ben Banahan / Erin Holmes 

Other Researchers:   
Methods:  Analysis of compliance measures and Medicaid administrative claims data 

Status:  Medicaid in process of modifying waiver agreement to accommodate project 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

CCP ï Work Flow Simulation to Evaluate Impact of Synchronizing and Scheduling 

Prescriptions.  Prescription data from a community pharmacy that does not do prescription 

scheduling and does not utilize inventory management services offered by Cardinal Health 

will be used as a baseline for simulating work flow and inventory management 

improvements associated with synchronizing and scheduling chronic medication 

prescriptions using the PharmNet practice mode. 
Sponsor: Unfunded service project ï support being contributed by Cardinal Health 

PI:   Erin Holmes / Ben Banahan 

Other Researchers:   
Methods:  Work flow simulation and analysis using 6 months of prescription data from a 

community pharmacy 

Status:  Cardinal Health arranging for prescription data file 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

Delta Pharmacy Patient Care Management Services (Outcomes Evaluation).  SOP Clinical 

Practice department will coordinate delivery of MTM services for Medicaid patients with 

diabetes and asthma and serviced by pharmacies in Batesville and Clarksdale, MS.  CPMM will 

conduct an evaluation of the impact of these services on medication compliance and health 

outcomes.  Outcomes will be evaluated using Medicaid administrative claims data. 
Sponsor: Delta Health Alliance 

PI:   Co-PI for evaluation: Ben Banahan  

Other Researchers:  John Bentley 

Methods:  Analysis of compliance measures and Medicaid administrative claims data for services 

delivered in Batesville and Clarksdale, MS. 

Status:  Application submitted, pending review. 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

2008 Pharmacist Salary Survey  
Sponsor: Mississippi Pharmacists Association 

PI:   Su Bunniran  

Other Researchers:  Dave McCaffrey / Erin Holmes 

Methods:  On-line and print survey 

Status:  Questionnaire developed, fielding imminent 
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Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

Predictors to Own a Pharmacy among Students and Practitioners  
Sponsor: Seeking sponsor 

PI:   Dave McCaffrey  

Other Researchers:  Erin Holmes, Su Bunniran 

Methods:  On-line and print survey 

Status:  Not supported 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

Physician Views of Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Promotions  
Sponsor: Healthcare Convention and Exhibition Association 

PI:   Su Bunniran / Dave McCaffrey 

Other Researchers:   
Methods:  Print survey 

Status:  Proposal approved; awaiting funds 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

Is Adherence to Guidelines a Predictor of Health Services Utilization and Health Care Cost 

in Hypertension? 
     Sponsor: The University of Mississippi Office of Research and Sponsored Projects 

     PI: Yi Yang 

     Methods: Secondary data analysis  

     Status: Funded, analysis underway 

    Publications/presentations published to date: None 

 

Randomized Controlled Trial of Pharmacist-led Interventions on Alcohol Use among 

College Students     
    Sponsor: Seeking sponsor 

    PI: Yi Yang/Sandy Bentley 

    Other researchers: Vennela Thumula, Candace Morris  

    Methods: experimental design 

    Status:  

    Publications/presentations published to date: None 

 

Specialty Compounding for Improved Patient Care: 2007 National Survey of 

Compounding Pharmacists 
Sponsor: Mallinckrodt 

PI:   Erin Holmes/D.C. Huffman 

Other Researchers:  None 

Methods:  Mailed survey      

Status:  Data entry/analysis 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

The Role and Value of Compounded Prescription Medications: Comparing and 

Contrasting Legend Pharmaceuticals vs. Compounded Pharmaceuticals in Select Disease 

States. Given the constraints of standard legend pharmaceuticalsô dosing, custom compounded 

pharmaceutical therapy can be tailored more rapidly, more accurately, and with less product 

wastage. The potential for and implication of such cost savings will be explored.  
Sponsor: International Academy of Compounding Pharmacists 

PI: Bill Lobb 
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Other Researchers: Noel Wilkin/Ben Banahan 

Methods: In-depth interviews and web-based survey 

Status: Funded 

Publications/presentations published to date: None 

 

Drug Patent Expirations and Product Line Extension 
      Sponsor: Seeking sponsor 

      PI:  Yi Yang/Jun Yang/Charles Imgene 

      Methods: secondary data analysis 

      Status: data cleaning 

      Publications/presentations published to date: None 

 

Pharmacy Student Community Engagement Service 
     Sponsor: AACP 

     PI:  Yi Yang/Sandy Bentley 

     Other Researchers: Kyle Null, Phil Schwab, Clive Mendonca 

     Methods: TBD 

     Status:  

     Publications/presentations to date: None 

 

 

THESIS, DISSERTATION, AND OTHER STUDENT PROJECTS CURRENTLY 

ACTIVE  

 

Off -label Prescribing in US Hospitals ï a survey of Hospital Pharmacists (working title) 
Sponsor: None   

PI:   Ram Basak, thesis project 

Faculty Advisor/Committee: Dave McCaffrey   

Methods:   
Status:  Writing chapters for proposal 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

Impact of Formularies on Low-Income Families in Mississippi. 
Sponsor: None 

PI:   Rosemary Call, Honors College thesis project 

Faculty Advisor/Committee: Noel Wilkin   

Methods:   

Status:   
Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

Consumer Acceptance of Health-Related Technologies (working title) 
Sponsor: None 

PI:   Kyle Null, thesis project 

Faculty Advisor/Committee: Alicia Bouldin   

Methods:   
Status:  Writing chapters for proposal 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  None 

 

Adoption of Incrementally Innovative Biological Products in Oncology: Examining 

Antecedent Clinical and Marketing Constructs 
Sponsor:  None 
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PI:   Clive Mendonca, special project     

Faculty Advisor/Committee:  Ben Banahan   

Methods:  On-line survey of US oncologists 

Status:  Preparing for publication 

Publications/presentations submitted to date: None  

 

Assessing the Influence of Symbols on Pharmacy-Generated Written Communication in a 

Low Literacy Population 
Sponsor: The University of Mississippi Graduate School 

PI: Sean King, thesis project 

Faculty Advisor/Committee: Dave McCaffrey, Noel Wilkin, John Bentley, Alicia Bouldin, Jeff     

Hallam 

Methods: In-depth individual interviews 

Status: Preparing to defend 

Publications/presentations submitted to date: None 

 

Health Literacy in the Pharmacy Setting: Defining Pharmacotherapy Literacy (PtL) 
      Sponsor: None 

      PI:  Sean King 

      Faculty Advisor/Committee: 

      Methods: Survey of MS pharmacists 

      Status: Preparing for publication 

      Publications/presentations submitted to date: None 

 

An Exploration of Consumer Referral of Healthcare Services (working title)  
     Sponsor: None 

     PI: Su Bunniran, thesis project 

     Faculty Advisor/Committee: Dave McCaffrey 

     Methods:  

     Status: Developing conceptual framework 

     Publications/presentations submitted to date: None 

 

RECENTLY COMPLETED PROJECTS  

 

Medication Adherence Project.  Descriptive study of adherence activities in 10 innovative 

community pharmacies.  
Sponsor: National Community Pharmacy Association (NCPA) 

PI:   Noel Wilkin     

Other Researchers:  Ben Banahan, Bill Lobb, Nancy Jones, Kyle Null, Leo Torres, Phil Schwab 

Methods:  Phone IDIs and on-line survey 

Status:  Final report submitted to NCPA on March 1, 2008 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  CE seminar at 2007 NCPA meeting 

 

 

 

The Role of Emotional Dissonance as an Affective State on the Emotional Labor Process of 

Retail Chain Pharmacists 
Sponsor: Graduate Student Council, Farlow Fellowship 

PI:   Erin Holmes, dissertation project 

Faculty Advisor/Committee: John Bentley and Alicia Bouldin (Co-chairs), Dewey Garner,                                                

Darren Treadway  
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Methods:  Mail survey 

Status:  Analysis 

Publications/presentations submitted to date:  Podium presentation at 2007 Southern Management 

Association and 2007 Southern Pharm Ad. 

 


